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Sierra Madre Middle School Fact Sheet 
 

Address:  160 N. Cañon Ave, Sierra Madre, CA, 91024  

Phone: 626-396-5910 

http://smms.pusd.us 

School hours: 7:40 am - 2:30 pm 

Monday Early Dismissal: 12:50 pm 

 

Grade levels: 6th - 8th 

Regular school tours:  

First Wednesday of the month at 

8:30 am 

Parent Ambassadors: Julie Flad,  

Lisa Lees 

 

Principal 
Garrett Newsom – Mr. Newsom was appointed Principal of Sierra Madre Middle School in 2011. Grace 

Herrera was assigned to SMMS as Assistant Principal in 2015. 

Teachers/Staff  

Classroom teachers are all credentialed. Two 8th grade teachers also have their single-subject 

credential (math and science). A counselor is assigned to the school 3 days/week. 

 

Students (2016-17)  Total Enrollment: 483   

  Hispanic  Non-Hispanic Other / No 

ethnicity given  (Any race) Asian African-American White 2 or more ethnicities 

24.2% 8.3% 7.9% 54.0% 3.3% 2.2% 

English Learners:  3.1% Free/Reduced Meals :  23%  

 

Open Enrollment (for 2017-18 School Year)*  

 Grade Level 6th 7th 8th 

Projected Openings 15 7 0 

Seats available when OE closed?*  0 -1 0 

* Prior year data given here as an approximate indicator of OE “supply and demand” – not a prediction! 

Projected openings for 2018-19 school year will be posted in January 2018. 

 

Test scores (2016 & 2017 CAASPP and most recent CST-based* data) 

% of students tested who 

Met/Exceeded Standard 

(CAASPP) 

Scored Proficient or Above 

(2013 CST) 

(2017) (2016) 

English Language Arts (ELA) 61% 59% 78.3% 

Math 56% 53% 73.3% 

* Note: Spring 2013 State Testing & Reporting scores reflect grades 2-8; CAASPP scores grades 6-8 
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API Score (Range: 200-1000; Calif. goal=800): 2013 Growth API: 905  

1-year change:    2012-13: -9    2011-12: +4     2010-11: +11      

  5-year change:  +40 

Ranking based on 2012 test data . Scale: 1=lowest, 10=highest  

State Rank: 9    Similar Schools Rank: 6   

 

TEST SCORES ARE THREE YEARS OLD. California has adopted new standards and very different, more 

rigorous methods of evaluating students’ depth as well as breadth of knowledge. It will be a few years 

before we have statewide test score data that give us a meaningful measure or basis for comparison of 

schools’ academic performance. The most recent score and 3-year average, along with 1- and 5-year 

trends, indicate how the school was doing in spring 2013. This provides a jumping-off point for 

considering what the school has done in the past few years to sustain or improve achievement. See 

box below for key factors that have changed, and some questions you may want to ask when you visit. 

 

What has changed since 2013 that may have an impact on academic performance?  Sierra Madre was 

still a K-8 school when the 2013 Spring testing took place, so scores reflect the performance of students 

in grades 2-8, not just the middle school. The middle school campus has been under construction, with 

students moving into the new facility in 2015. Six students from Field’s Mandarin Dual Language 

program joined the sixth grade in 2014, followed by larger cohorts in 2015 and 2016; eventually Field 

DLIP students may represent about 20% of SMMS’ enrollment.  

 

School Environment 

Student recognition and leadership opportunities include: 

� Monthly Spotlight Assemblies 

� Honor Roll 

� Student Council 

� Service Club  

� Rotary Club Teen Leadership Camp   
 

Middle School Schedule, Electives & Enrichment 

Schedule: 7-period day with 48-minute periods; weekly Advisory period.   

Class size: Classes typically are about 34 students, but honors classes can be larger (up to 40 students). 

6th Grade Class Configuration:  6th graders are grouped in cohorts with one teacher for Math/Science, 

and another for ELA and History. They have a separate lunch from 7th and 8th graders. 

Electives: Robotics and Mandarin Language (I & II) are offered as year-long courses. Semester electives 

offered include: Performing Arts Kids (vocal music and dance); History through film; Instrumental 

music; Visual arts; School newspaper, Gardening, History of Sports, Science Olympiad, Technology, 

Model U.N and Creative Writing. English Learners receive English Language Development during their 

elective period.  
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Opportunities for Advanced Students: Students are assessed for placement in accelerated math 

classes, leading to completion of Common Core Math 6-8 sequence in two years and opportunity to 

take Common Core Math 1 (for high school credit) in 8th grade. Students not in the accelerated math 

cohort are heterogeneously grouped for their core subjects. Math Academy offers highly gifted math 

students an opportunity to complete the Calculus AB-BC sequence by the end of middle school. 

Opportunities for Academic Intervention: Students struggling in one of their core courses may be 

placed in anywhere from 1 to 4 Specialized Academic Instruction classes, depending on their need. 

Clubs and Activities: Cheer Squad; Chess; Dance; Drama; Gardening, Glee Club, Science Olympiad, 

Service Club. Although there is no LEARNs program on campus, SMMS students can participate in 

afterschool sports, competing with other PUSD middle school sports teams.  

  

Facilities 
Students began 2016-17 school year in a newly completed campus. Library is currently staffed by a 

credentialed Librarian at 10 hours/week. New campus includes: 

• Multipurpose/Performance Space  

• Computer/career technical education (CTE) lab – students use Chromebooks in the classroom, 

with ratio of 1 Chromebook to 3 students 

• 3 Science labs 

• 2 visual arts labs    

 

Sierra Madre’s new campus is built on an open plan. There is a full-time security guard on staff. 

Students do not use lockers; they keep their textbooks in classroom cubbies. The school partnered with 

the City of Sierra Madre and local groups to renovate/maintain the athletic field post-construction. 

 

After-School Programs 

After-school Programs: YMCA. Parent volunteers coach after-school sports teams (volleyball, coed 

flag-football, basketball, soccer); teams compete with other PUSD middle schools in the LEARNS league 

and with some private schools. 

 

Parent involvement 

PTSA contact:  Garrett Newsom  PTSA Membership: 291 (2016-17)   

  

Parent involvement opportunities:  Parent volunteers support the 7th Grade Science Lab; after-school 

enrichment programs; and the Middle School Service Club. 

 


