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PUSD Middle School Test Score Summary 
     % Proficient or Advanced / Met or Exceeded 

 

     English Language Arts    |          Mathematics 

2013 

Growth 

Change in 

API 

State 

Rank 

Similar 

Schools 

Rank 

Schools 2013 CST 2017 

CAASPP 

2013 CST 2017 

CAASPP 

 API1 1-

year 

3-year (’13 

scores) 

(’13 

scores) 

Eliot 30.8% 19% 21.8% 11% 649 -47 -32 1 1 

Washington 32.6% 15% 22.6% 10% 680 -18 +23 1 3 

Wilson 39.9% 28% 31.3% 16% 703 -21 +8 2 1 

          

McKinley 54.7% 35% 46.4% 30% 801 -26 -20 5 2 

Sierra Madre 78.3% 61% 73.3% 56% 912 -9 +6 9 4 

          

Blair 43.9% 41% 30.1% 35% 703 3 -46 3 3 

Marshall 59.5% 47% 47.8% 41% 764 -1 +15 6 2 

 

1. API scores for K-8 and 6-12 schools reflect the performance of all grades, not just the middle school grades. Proficiency 

percentages given here for K-8 and 6-12 schools are for the grades 6-8 only. Sierra Madre was still a K-8 school in 2012-13; 

McKinley still is a K-8. 

 

Please see over for discussion of 2013 (most recent CST) vs. 2016 CAASPP scores. 
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California Assessment of Student Performance and Progress (CAASPP) 

With the adoption of Common Core State Standards, California has changed the way it measures how 

well students meet academic achievement standards. The old standards were rigorous, but the old 

California Standards Tests (CSTs) were shallow – emphasizing memorization of facts, vocabulary, and 

mastery of mathematical operations over depth of knowledge, demonstration of understanding, and 

ability to apply knowledge and skills in new situations. The new “Smarter Balanced” testing was piloted 

in 2014, and the first CAASPP scores were released in 2015. The California Dept. of Education does not 

plan to develop a single index to replace the API, so for each school we present the percentage of 

elementary students tested (grades 3-5) who met or exceeded the English Language Arts (ELA) and 

Math standards.  

 

The table below compares these “met or exceeded” percentages with the percent “proficient and 

above” as measured by the 2013 CSTs. Lower CAASPP scores across the board suggests that it is more 

difficult to meet the new standards, as measured by the new testing methodology. The validity of the 

CST scores was strong; the fact that the CST-CAASPP score difference is much greater for some schools 

suggests that the new tests are measuring something more than how much math or English students 

are learning. 

 

ELA and Math Proficiency: 2013 CST (% proficient & above) vs. 2016 CAASPP (% met or exceeded 

standard) 

 English Language Arts  Mathematics 

SCHOOL 

CAASPP 

2013 CST  

CAASPP 

2013 CST 2017 2016 2017 2016 

McKinley (MS*) 35% 33% 55%   30% 11% 54% 

Eliot 19% 14% 31%   11% 7% 41% 

Sierra Madre 61% 59% 78%   56% 48% 76% 

Washington 15% 20% 33%   10% 10% 60% 

Wilson 28% 29% 40%   16% 7% 59% 

Blair (MS*) 41% 41% 44%   35% 29% 76% 

Marshall (MS*) 47% 49% 60%   41% 36% 55% 

* API and rankings are based on 2013 test scores from all tested grades schoolwide, including grades 2-

5 for K-8 schools (McKinley and, through 2013, Sierra Madre) and grades 6-11 for 6-12 schools. 

Percentage of tested students who scored “proficient and above” (CST) and “met or exceeded” 

(CAASPP) in ELA and Math are based on middle school grades 6-8 only, regardless of the school’s 

overall grade configuration. 

 
Why do we report 4-year old Test Scores? 

New testing methods and media are completely different than those which generated API scores, and it 

will be a few years before the new testing data give us a meaningful measure or basis for comparison of 

schools’ academic performance. We report the 2013 API, along with 1- and 3-year trends, state and 

similar schools ranks, to indicate how the school was doing when last measured using CST data. Along 

with the preliminary CAASPP data, this provides a jumping-off point from which to consider what the 

school has done in the past three years to sustain or improve achievement. 


